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Howard County Chinese School has a strong robotics program, including 2 FIRST
Lego League (FLL) robotics introductory classes, 3 FLL competition teams, and 2
FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) teams. Check out their achievements!
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NOTICES & INCOMING EVENTS

DONATION DRIVE

Between February 12th and February 18th, the Howard County Chinese
School's (HCCS) SGA and PTA conducted a fundraiser for earthquake
relief in Turkey and Syria. HCCS raised around $1600, and donated the
money through a charity organization called "Doctors Without Borders",
which will go to places devastated by the earthquake. We are very grateful
for the community's efforts to help people in need and hope that this will
help alleviate the struggles in those countries.

Reported by: Joe Li
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FEBRVARY 12TH AND FEBRUARY 19TH
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Dear HCCS members,

Important reminder: We won't have schools at the weekends (April 1-2 &
8-9) due to the Spring break! The school will resume on the weekend
(April 15-16).

We wish all of you have a wonderful spring break!

INCOMING EVENTS

4/23/2023 10:30am - 12pm Professional Journalists Pulitzer Prize
Winner Seminar

4/23/2023 12pm - 2pm HCCS Parents Students All Members Conference
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MISSION OF THE HOWARD COUNTY CHINESE SCHOOL
Established in 1998, Howard County Chinese
School (HCCS) is a non-profit organization
located in Howard County, Maryland. Its central
mission is to advance Chinese language
education, foster cultural inheritance, and
promote community wellbeing.

School Website: https://www.hccs-md.org/
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general interest. Submissions will be edited to
convey the most necessary information.
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NEWS
HCCS PTA AND SGA SHOPPING BAG WORKSHOP

BY Emma Lu

On February 19th, the Howard
County Chinese School PTA and SGA
organized a making shopping bag
workshop for environmental
sustainability. During this event, the
community of all ages was able to
sign up to learn how to create
shopping bags out of old clothing,
specifically old t-shirts. By doing so,
waste can be reduced, reused, and
removed within the community and
also raises environmental
awareness in the community. It was
a very fun, exciting, and creative
way to protect the environment and
teach children the importance of the
environment and protecting it.
There are total 17 students and 15
parents participants. HCCS graduate
Lily Peng demonstrated the process
to make the shopping bag. At the
end of the workshop, they
successfully made and donated 21
shopping bags! Thanks all to your
love and support to make a better
environment! We can’t wait to see
what other events there are in the
future!
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NEWS
HCCS SHOPPING BAG WORKSHOP

BY Alice Chen

Both the shopping bag workshops on 3/12/23 and 3/19/23 were a huge success! A total of 84 students and
parents participated in the activities and produced 163 shopping bags. These bags were all donated to the
community.

Thank you all for your kindness and love!

MARY ELLEN DUNCAN

|
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NEWS

HCCS SPONSOR AAPI AWARD in NATIONAL
HISTORY DAY COMPETITION

BY Alex Zhu

On March 4th, 2023, Howard
County Chinese School (HCCS)
Board of Directors members, Dr.
Ming Li, Mr. Ning(Richard) Li, and
Dr. Yan Sun served as judges in the
Howard County Public School
System National History Day (NHD)
event.

The Howard County Chinese
School has been a proud sponsor
of the National History Day
Competition for two consecutive
years now. They selected the
winners of a special award, the
award for Excellence in Asian
American Pacific Islander Historical
Research. The award focuses on
AAPI impact on American history
and focuses on allowing students
to investigate, learn about, and
present under-represented AAPI
contributions and experiences,
ultimately promoting their visibility
in our community.

During the award ceremony, Dr.
Ming Li presented this award to
Surie Zhang of Clarksville Middle
School and Krishna Gawandi of
Marriotts Ridge High School.

Surie Zhang's work was titled
“Anna May Wong: The Pioneer
Who Brought Color to the
Monochrome Screen”, about Anna
May Wong, who broke bigoted
stereotypes in television,
overcoming discrimination and
racism, becoming one of the first
AAPI to achieve success in a film
career.

Krishna Gawandi's work was titled
“The Chinese Exclusion Act: How a
Frontier in U.S. Legislation Broke
Diplomatic Relations with China”,
focusing on the targeted
discriminatory immigration law and
its effects.

Congratulations to both winners!
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NEWS

HCCS FLL TEAM ADVANCES TO US OPEN FLL
CHAMPIONSHIP!!

BY Alice Chen
Project, Core Values, Robot Design,
Congratulations to all team and Robot Performance, which
members of Alphabots 30999, led advanced the team to attend the
by Dr. Shiliang Steven Zhang, they Maryland State Championship
had a wonderful performance and Competition on February 25th. The
won the Champion’s Award Finalist FLL team "Awesome Robotics Team
at the Maryland State Championship 56774" won the Rockville Science
competition on February 25th. They Center Qualifier Robot Performance
advanced to compete at the 2-day Award 1st place and the FTC team
US OPEN FLL Championship in New "Big Brain Bots 18477" won the
Jersey from May 13th-14th! FIRST Chesapeake Washington DC
Qualifier 2 Innovate Award. The
Howard County Chinese School has FLL team "MetaCortex 52918" and
a strong robotics program, including the FTC team "Energetic Engineers
2 FIRST Lego League (FLL) robotics 21975" also had great

introductory classes, 3 FLL performances in their competitions.
competition teams, and 2 FIRST

Tech Challenge (FTC) teams. Dr. Best luck and best wishes to

Ping Bai and Dr. Xiumin Liu are Alphabots 30999 in the US OPEN
teaching the FLL introductory FLL Championship! Go Alphabots

classes. Dr. Shiliang Steven Zhang, 30999!
Dr. Weizhe Li, and Dr. Dongliang
Yang are coaching the FLL
competition teams, while Dr. Ping
Bai is coaching two FTC competition
teams. The robotics program
received a grant from Maryland
State Department of Education for
supporting youth robotics teams in
building robots and attending
competitions. Recently, the robotics
teams just completed the qualifier
competitions - all teams showed
their strong robotic performance
and teamwork skills.

All HCCS FLL AND FTC teams did
very well in the competitions! The
FLL team "Alphabots 30999" won
the McDonogh Qualifier Champion's
Award 1st place based on their
competitions in 4 categories of
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NEWS

HCCS PARTICIPATES IN THE ANNUAL UNHEARD
PERSPECTIVES SHOWCASE

BY Isabella Chen, Sandra Wang

Thanks so much to everyone who
volunteered to make this event
such a success. Stay tuned for
next year's showcase!

On February 25th, 2023, from 9:00
am to 1:00 pm, the Howard County
Chinese School (HCCS) participated
in the annual Unheard Perspectives
Showcase held at Hammond
Middle School by Howard County
Public School System (HCPSS). This
program is designed for third,
fourth and fifth graders to
experience American History by
studying often unheard
perspectives that are not included
in textbooks. Presentations were
held and it also included hands-on
activities, props, and visual aids.
This year's showcase features
exhibits from the top three student
teams from 17 HCPSS elementary
schools.

Along with the showcase, there
was also a competition participants
were allowed to join. Many
participants wore outfits/costumes
related to the event they were
presenting about and had activities
to help viewers understand better.
Local leaders and community
members, such as HCCS BOD Chair
Ming Li, judged the exhibits. HCCS
PTA SGA also had an exhibit at the
showcase which had many fun
activities including Chinese paper
cutting, chopsticks game, prizes,
and more.

: 1Y
| Humreu COUN
; L:HINESESEHUUL
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NEWS
HCCS & H4C COMMUNITY OUTREACH CONCERT

BY Kenneth Wang

On Sunday’ February 26, Howard Sponsored by Candlelight Concert Society

County Chinese School in Community Outreach Concert
collaboration with Howard County ot 2oy »
Chinese Cultural Center and the oAb i e o
Candlellght society, hosted a Fechring: Award Winring o N
community outreach concert. Many Hanzhi Wang -
outstanding performances took sizenidon ' pREKERAA S
place, including renowned o

performers Hanzhi Wang

(Accordion) and Steven Banks
(Saxophone) who performed a
contemporary duet, taking on the A

four elements. All the performers 26, 2023 10:30-1130AN B o aan
were amazing and we'd like to y EmETEREilmhac—chair@hccs-md.org
extend our deepest

Congratulations on the success of
this event!
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STUDENT COLUMN

HCCS Students,

We want to hear from you! If you would like to
submit your writing for the next issue of our
gazette newspaper, please email your work to
pr@hccs-md.org.

The deadline is the 15 of every month.

Thank you and looking forward to seeing your
work in the HCCS Gazette,

HCCS PR Youth Journalist Group
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JOKES AND RIDDLES

What'’s the difference between
spring rolls and summer rolls?

Seasoning.

The greatest achievement for a
journalist is not some award or
accolade, but being terminated
by the FBI for knowing too
much.

SUDOKU

A wise man once said “The
secret to being a wise man is to
never reveal your secrets”

SUBMIT JOKES AND RIDDLES AT
pr@hccs-md.org

2C  MARCH 30, 2023
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